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A Message from President C. L. Max Nikias 

 
Every member of the USC community has a stake in providing a safe environment 

for teaching, research and learning; and all of us must be committed to keeping our 

campuses and residence areas secure and crime-free. 

 

As a major research university located in one of the most exciting and dynamic 

cities in the country, USC is proud  of its urban tradition and enthusiastic about the 

opportunities it provides for our students to interact with the city. 
 

We are also aware of the challenges posed by such an environment, and this booklet 

outlines many of the steps taken by the university to enhance the safety of its 

students, faculty, and staff. However, the responsibility for personal safety does not, 

and cannot, rest primarily with the university or our public safety department; rather, 

it rests primarily with you and me as individuals. Each of us must take personal 

responsibility for our own safety, as well as for the safety of those around us.  

Working together, we can accomplish this very important task. 

 
 

C. L. Max Nikias 

 
President 
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A Message from Chief John Thomas 

 

On behalf of the women and men of the USC Department 

of Public Safety (DPS), I am pleased to present our 2017 

Annual Security and Fire Safety Report. This report 

provides essential information on numerous resources 

available within USC on both the University Park and the 

Health Sciences Campuses. 

 

If you are a student or employee of USC, it is essential to 

familiarize yourself with USCôs emergency notification 

system TrojansAlert. The Department of Public Safety 

will communicate with you through TrojansAlert in  

the event of an emergency and will provide updates and 

other information allowing you to make informed 

decisions about your personal safety. If you are a USC 

parent or guest on campus it is also important for you to 

download TrojansAlert so you will have real time 

information when you need it. 

 

The USC Department of Public Safety is committed to 

providing a university campus experience where community policing, campus partnerships, data 

driven decision making and state of the art surveillance and technology work together to allow 

students, faculty and staff to study, research, work and live in an environment conducive to their 

purpose. The Department of Public Safety endeavors to provide high quality public safety services 

with an emphasis on excellent customer service. 

 

The vision of the Department of Public Safety is to be recognized as one of the safest urban  

campus communities in America. In order to realize this vision, DPS pledges to continually: 

 

 ˂ Enhance our professional skills and knowledge through annual trainings provided by 

subject matter experts. 

 

 ˂ Strive to identify and pursue avenues which improve the operation of our department 

and the way we serve the USC community. 

 

 ˂ Dedicate our concerted attention to provide a safe and secure environment on campus 

while simultaneously earning, building and maintaining the publicôs trust. 

 

 ˂ Provide materials and programs to educate and increase awareness about safety and 

security in our campus community. 
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 ˂ Maintain open lines of communication between DPS, the campus community, the public 

and local law enforcement to identify and resolve issues in a collaborative manner. 

 

ƴ Demonstrate professional, caring and ethical behavior at all times. 

 

I extend an invitation to all members of the USC Campus Community to join us in our shared 

responsibility of public safety. I welcome your suggestions and value your concerns for making 

our community a safer place to live, study and work. I look forward to our continued partnership 

in the coming year. 

 

All the best, 

Executive Director and 

Chief John Thomas 
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Accessing the University of Southern Californiaôs Annual Security and Fire Safety Report 
 

The Annual Security and Fire Safety Report is 

published annually in compliance with the Jeanne 

Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and 

Campus Crime Statistics Act by the Department of 

Public Safety Office of the Executive Director and 

Chief, John Thomas. 
 

The Annual Security and Fire Safety Report for 2017 

is available on the Department of Public Safety 

website at http://dps.usc.edu/alerts/annual-report/. The 

document is presented in a Portable Document Format 

(pdf) and can be viewed and or printed using Adobe 

Acrobat Reader. Acrobat Reader is free and can be 

downloaded via a link on the same page by clicking 

on the word ñdownloaded.ò 
 

You may request a free paper copy of the Annual 

Security and Fire Safety Report for 2017 through any 

of the following means: 
   

      In person at the front desk of Department of Public  

      Safety located at 3667 South McClintock Avenue,  

                                                                        Los Angeles, California 90089 -1912; 
  

By written request addressed to: Dan Wallace, Records Manager, Department of Public Safety 

located at 3667 South McClintock Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90089-1912; or 

 

By email to Dan Wallace, Records Manager, at DWallace@dps.usc.edu; or by calling (213) 740- 

5524. 

http://dps.usc.edu/alerts/annual-report/
mailto:DWallace@dps.usc.edu
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